Video Notes: Conquest of Incas
· 400 years ago, the Incan Empire was discovered by European conquistadors.
· Francisco Pizarro’s men were conquistadores. They recently conquered the Muslims in Spain and the Aztecs in Mexico.
· The conquistadores next turned to the Andes Mountains to get gold and silver from the Incan Empire in Peru.

· With a well-trained army, the Incan Empire was the Roman Empire of the Andes.

· Francisco Pizarro was an illegitimate and illiterate man from Extremadura, Spain.

· He lusted for gold and power. Pizarro was convinced that more wealth was to be found in the Americas after Cortes’s Conquest of Mexico.

· Pizarro’s men were armored and his horses struck fear in the natives.

· Legend has it that the Incas saw strange colors and shapes around the moon, a bad omen for their empire.

· Smallpox spread throughout the Incan Empire years before and the people were weakened. Smallpox killed the Incan emperor and first son, causing a civil war for control. Two other sons Atahualpa and Huascar fought for control of the empire.

· In 1500 the Incan Empire was still young.

· They were incredible architects and engineers. They believed that stone was alive and they revered it.

· Towns and cities had road and canals and the towns were set out in a grid pattern.

· Society was hierarchical. At the top was the Inca (emperor) with nobles beneath him. When an emperor died he was mummified and brought out on ceremonial occasions. Above the nobles, everyone else was equal.

· Each person provided labor to the emperor. Its wealth was in agriculture and textiles.

· Terraced hillsides were cultivated.

· The Inca built an entire network of mountain roads. Runners carried quipus and messages along the roads to spread news.

· Pizarro and his men were on their march towards the Andes to convert the natives to Christianity and to force their loyalty to the Spanish king.
· The two-year civil war was finally won by Atahualpa, who was in the city of Cajamarca.

· Atahualpa was smart and convinced many Andean groups to support him. 

· A native informed Atahualpa that Pizarro planned to be his friend. Atahualpa was suspicious but did not believe he had to fear the Europeans.

· When the Spanish arrived, they were fearful of an army of 50,000 but had no swords or horses.

· Atahualpa’s men were preparing to march to the Incan capital of Cuzco. They did not pay much attention to the small group of invaders.

· The Inca gave a traditional drink of Chicha to Pizarro and he threw it to the ground, angering Atahualpa.

· Atahualpa gave the Spanish a place to stay and treated them well. 
· The Spanish were outnumbered 500 to 1. They planned to kidnap Atahualpa and then ambush the Inca at the square in Cajamarca all at a given signal (firing of muskets in the square).

· Pizarro said that he wanted to accept Atahualpa as a friend and brother. With that Atahualpa entered the square with 5,000 unarmed men.

· A Dominican friar entered the square and demanded that Atahualpa accept Christianity and said that if he didn’t the Spanish would make war against him and that it would be his fault.

· Atahualpa responded by throwing the Bible on the ground saying that the book does not speak to him.

· With that the Spanish began their ambush and trapped the Inca within the square. They killed them all with guns and swords. Out of 5,000 men, only 200 survived. The dead included much of the nobility. They kidnapped Atahualpa and put a chain around his neck.

· Atahualpa promised gold if they would set him free. From all over, gold was brought to Pizarro.

· With Atahualpa in captivity, the Spanish could move around without fear. Atahualpa ordered the food store houses to be given to the Spanish.

· Atahualpa’s loyal armies were far from Cajamarca in Cuzco, Quito, and Jauja.

· Much of the empire still did not support Atahualpa and many considered Pizarro to be an ally.

· Atahualpa kept hoping the Spanish would release him when he reached the ransom. 6 tons of gold and 12 tons of silver had been given to Pizarro. All was divided among the conquistadores according to their rank. More conquistadores arrived from Spain.

· The new Spaniards made up a story that a new Incan army was on the way and that Atahualpa needed to be killed. Really this was a lie so that the new conquistadores could receive part of the wealth since they were not in the original group.
· Atahualpa was tried for treason and sentenced to death by burning.

· For the Incas, burning destroyed the soul. The Spanish agreed to kill Atahualpa another way if he converted to Christianity first. On July 26, 1533 in the center of Cajamarca was christened “Francisco” and then executed. Despite his conversion, the Spanish burned his dead body.

· Charles V of Spain saw Atahualpa’s execution as a threat and Pizarro was nearly punished for it.

· Though several rebellions tried to push the Spanish out of Peru, they never succeeded. The Inca were pushed further into the mountains.

· Machu Picchu was never discovered by the conquistadores.

· The conquest of the Inca was a turning point in history and it meant the Spanish controlled much of South America.
